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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PROJECT GROUP 

Minutes of the Reach Neighbourhood Plan Project Group meeting held on Wednesday  
13th March 2019 

Attendance: 

Nick Acklam (Chair) Present 
Charlotte Cane  Not present 
Penny Greenhill  Present 
Jo Riches  Present 
Sarah Phipps-Rhodes Not present 
Catherine Gibson Present 
Diana Ward  Not present 
Nathan Bridgeman Not present 

Also: Rebecca Fordham 

Apologies for absence received and approved. The group accepted Nathan Bridgeman’s  
resignation. 

1. Minutes of last meeting all approved as read. 

2. Actions from the last meeting not otherwise covered on the agenda. 

• The Group had read a Briefing Note from the ECDC Strategic Planning Officer: ‘With-
drawal of submitted East Cambridgeshire Local Plan and other matters: implications for 
Neighbourhood Planning’. Nick had established from senior management of ECDC that, as 
the guidance note inferred, there were no plans at present to replace the 2015 Plan des-
pite its vulnerabilities. 
The Group discussed the impact of ECDC’s stance on producing a Reach Neighbourhood 
Plan and concluded that, on balance and on the basis of what we knew, it was beneficial 
to proceed . However the following must be taken into account: 

* Increased financial costs, although more central Government funding may be available. 

* The Reach NP will have to show it has allocated land for housing (the Group recognised 
that it needed to scope that any such allocation was what the village wanted and would 
not unintentionally leave Reach more vulnerable to large-scale development). 

* In addition to reflecting village views, any such housing allocation would need to reflect 
an ECDC  housing requirement for Reach.  So far there was no indication of whether this 
would change from the very modest requirement that is implicit in LP 2015. But the Group 
recognised that we needed to tread carefully to ensure that we were not saddled with an 
inappropriately large requirement.  

* We will need to carry out an environmental assessment for housing allocation and poten-
tially other areas of the NP which would have been covered had LP2108  been adopted. 
This will account for much of the increased costs of producing the NP as external con-
sultancy will be needed. 



3. Update on issues from the work stream leads: 

• Nick reported that Charles Moseley was willing to conduct a village ‘walkabout’ to ex-
plain how the village has developed as it has.  A provisional date of 26 June has been 
agreed.  Other experts may also be involved.  

• Green Spaces. Catherine had compiled a spreadsheet of green spaces in the village. It 
was noted that the Parish Council had registered The Hythe as a GS for the Local Plan 2018 
but as this was now not being implemented it had reverted to being un-registered as per 
the LP 2015.  A similar work in progress list for heritage items had been produced by Jon 
and Charlotte Cane. 

• The Group discussed the challenges of linking of all such items of interest in Reach, e.g. 
historical, environmental, housing, etc. to catalogue what makes the village what it is. 
The group was pleasantly surprised at the list of ‘items’ in the village deemed worthy of 
protection or enhancement.  It recognised that in conjunction with the withdrawal of LP 
2108, delivery of our NP was going to take longer than the year scheduled in the initial 
project plan/timetable. 

• Jo and Penny had met Pam King and Rev Eleanor Williams to discuss how the church is 
run, how Maisie Whitehead’s legacy is being spent, and the church’s ‘vision’ for the future. 
Pam and Eleanor are to compile a report and are happy to talk to the Group about this. 

• After attending the Swaffham Prior alternative energy project meeting  Jo had spoken to 
a villager with experience in alternative energy who is happy to set up a community en-
ergy project in Reach. Next steps will be considered after the SP/Cambs CC presentation 
to the NP Project Group (date to be confirmed shortly). 

4. Reach NP Launch Event 

• Catherine said we need to engage villagers and ask them what they want in terms of de-
velopment. It was agreed to hold a launch event on a Sunday afternoon (possibly in 
in June) and invite villagers and various groups to attend (church/village hall committee/
sports clubs/horses/pub etc).  

• Catherine volunteered to source a printer for a large-scale floor map for the launch. 

• Could we display photographs of Reach past and present to show changes through the 
years? 

5. Skills Audit 
This was deferred as Charlotte was not at the meeting. 

6. AOB 

• The Group discussed how to collate village opinions on what the NP should include; it 
was agreed a questionnaire in the near future might be too soon 

• Should we be called the NP ‘A Vision for Reach’? Penny said some villagers think the term  
‘Neighbourhood Plan’ suggested it was just about planning permission for housing. 

• The Group discussed how we link the various aspects of Diverse Reach/Sustainable 
Reach/Transport for Reach/Built Reach (houses)/Wet Reach (The Hythe, lodes, GOBA 
moorings). 

• It was agreed that the Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan is a good template for the Reach NP. 
It is hoped to get a representative from Peakirk to speak at a meeting in late April (along 
with a member of the Peakirk community heating team). 



• Timescale: Nick is keen to put milestones down. This will be easier to achieve after the 
launch event when we have an initial idea of what residents want for their village. 

7.  Dates of Future Meetings 

• The next meeting is scheduled for the 27th March at 7.30, Reach Village Hall.  

If you have any enquiries regarding these minutes please contact Nick Acklam Chair of the 
Project Group on 01638 743749 or email acklam@reach-village.co.uk.
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